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GRASMERE'S SAINT. 

SOME time ago a book entitled Wild Lakeland, by 
Mackenzie McBride, fell into my hands, and, in the 
chapter devoted to Grasmere, I came upon an amazing 
passage concerning St. Oswald, King and Martyr. 

The charges against King Oswald are so ridiculous that 
one is almost tempted to ask : " Does Mr. McBride intend to 
be taken seriously ? " I suppose the polite course is to assume 
that he does ! 1 endeavoured to find someone better qualified 
than myself to undertake the task of answering him, but as I 
have failed, so far, and as time is getting on, I must attempt 
to do this myself, though fully conscious that I am unworthy 
of the honour of vindicating St. Oswald's memory. 
Here, then, is the passage : — 

Extract. 

Grasmere 's Saint who resembled the Kaiser." 

St. Oswald is the name of Grasmere's charming old 

Church. Did Oswald deserve this high compliment of being 

the saint to whom the Church that fits best its surroundings in 

all Lakeland is dedicated ? King Oswald it was who, a 

century after the English of the Kingdom of Northumbria had 

been taught Christianity by the Scots monks of Iona and 

JLindisfarne, attempted to ' convert ' and conquer the Mercians. 

" Oswald had been sheltered when in trouble by Scotland, 

and was converted and baptized at Iona. He was very keen 

on the new religion, but when he was able to recapture his 
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father's throne he tried to make the most of both worlds by 
seizing the territory of his fellow Christians, the Welsh. 

With this kind of religious fervour the Kaiser made us 
fairly familiar in the late war, and indeed, in a lesser form, it 
has not been unknown to us British and to our French neigh- 
bours when dealing with ' savages.' In this case the Welsh 
were by far more civilised than Oswald and his barbarians. 
Well, like Weelyam ' of Prussia, Oswald found very tough 
customers among the gallant Welsh chieftains, and found also 
a veritable Napoleon in leadership and in statesmanship in 
Penda, King of Mercia, which was then a very small nation. 
Indeed Penda, though a heathen, seems to have been really a 
far juster, better, and more ' Christian ' man than Oswald, for 
Penda left the Welsh to choose their own religion and formed 
a kind of league with them and others to resist the greedy 
Northumbrian kings. 

" Oswald they defeated and killed at Maserfield in 642. 
They carried on the great fight for thirty years and the Welsh 
were able to preserve those sacred things — their identity, their 
mother tongue, and the landmarks of their fathers — through 
the help of this old heathen ' who, fourteen hundred years 
ago, stood up for self-determination ' and religious liberty. 
Village Industries. 

" If Grasmere's Saint fails lamentably to withstand honest 

criticism, Grasmere herself deserves praise," etc., etc. — 

Wild Lakeland, painted by A. Heaton Cooper, 
described by Mackenzie McBride. 
A. & C. Black, 4, 5, 6 Soho Square, London, W. 1. 
pp. 79, 80 and 81. 

Mr. McBride begins by stating that King Oswald attempted 
to convert the Mercians 'a century after' the monks of Iona had 
taught Christianity to the English of Northumbria ! Every 
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historian knows that it was King Oswald himself who brought 
the monks of Iona to Northumbria. Whence are our sources 
of knowledge of these times ? From the Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle and from the writings of the Venerable Bede. Of 
Bede's history, Professor John Earl writes : ' No other 
national Church possesses a history of equal merit," and to 
this is appended a note : " The only one to be compared with 
it is the History of Early Frankish Christianity by Gregory, 
the Bishop of Tours, with which, indeed, it has been compared 
by Canon Bright, and the comparison is made in a generous 
spirit." 

As Mr. McBride runs on, one does not know whether to 
marvel most at the bad taste and cant, or at the evidences of 
prejudice and conceit which, alas ! can warp the judgment of 
a person, who displays, in other parts of his book, so many 
estimable qualities. While Mr. McBride pours contempt and 
abuse upon St. Oswald, he entertains the highest opinion (by 
an odd irony of contrast) of the monks, as can be seen from 
pp. 118, 120 and 166 of his book. And whom does Mr. 
McBride exalt, to the disparagement of St. Oswald ? Penda, 
the savage heathen, who killed, in the prime of life, Edwin 
and Oswald, two of the finest monarchs who ever reigned 
upon a throne. Let us turn to modern times and see how the 
historian J. K. Green sums up his estimate of King Oswald: 
" Oswald ruled as wide a realm as his predecessor, but for 
after times the memory of his greatness was lost in the legends 
of his piety. A new conception of kingship began to blend 
itself with that of the warlike glory of iEthelfrith or the wise 
administration of Eadwine. The moral power which was 
to reach its height in Alfred first dawns in the story of 
Oswald." 



Year by year Grasmere commemorates her Patron Saint at 
the Rushbearing. " Grasmere is noted for its Rushbearing 
ceremony on St. Oswald's Day . . . the very prettiest pro- 
cession I have ever seen " (Mackenzie McBride, p. 79). May 
the day never come when St. Oswald is forgotten in Grasmere. 
" Right dear in the sight of the Lord is the death of His 
Saints." — Ps. cxvi. 13. 

GRASMERE RUSHBEARING. 

To Thee we keep these festal hours 

Green with the rush from vale and mere, 

Thy sun wakes colour in our flowers, 
By Thee Thy Saints shine clear." 

Last verse of " Hymn for St. Oswald" by the late Reverend Canon 
Henry Hayman, D.D., Rector of Aldingham ; edited by the late Miss 
Mary Grace Taylor, of Eller Close, Grasmere. 

ST. OSWALD'S RUSHBEARING BALLAD. 

Come ! neighbours ! bring your bearings ; 

Once more the story tell 
Of how the good King Oswald 

Once ruled our fathers well. 

A mighty prince and warrior, 

A holy Saint was he : 
He fought to free our fathers 

From heathen tyranny. 

(Chorus) Then glad we bring our bearings, 
And glad the story tell 
Of how the good King Oswald 
Once ruled our fathers well. 



One day when good King Oswald 
Was feasting in his hall, 

Some poor folk at his gate-way 
For bread did piteous call. 

" Go send them all a-packing," 
The haughty courtiers say : 
In wrath up-rose King Oswald, 
And sternly answered, " Nay ! 

" This food in silvern dishes, 

Go straightway to them take, 
And bid them all be welcome 
For Christ, my Master's sake." 



These words heard Bishop Aidan 

And raised his hand on high : 

" God bless thee, now, King Oswald ; 

Thine hand shall never die." 

(Chorus) Then glad we bring our bearings, 
And glad the story tell 
Of how God blessed King Oswald 
Who loved the poor folk well. 

And now when comes his feast-day 

We flowers and rushes twine, 
And bear them all together 

To God's most holy shrine. 



And there, with our Saint Oswald, 

And all the Blest above, 
We sing to God our Father, 

And thank Him for his love. 

And young and old together 

We ne'er forget to tell 
The story of Saint Oswald 

Who loved our fathers well. 

St. Oswald's Rushbearing- Ballad by the late Miss C. M. Fletcher, 
of Lowfold, Grasmere ; edited by her sister, Miss E. G. Fletcher. 



E. G. FLETCHER. 



"St. Chad," 

350 Woodstock Road, 
Oxford. 
July 8th, 1930. 
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